2006 PLOTS Survey Results


BACKGROUND INFORMATION
3000 surveys mailed out electronically to residents and nonresidents who purchased license electronically for 2006 hunting season, 415 came back as rejected email addresses. 2,585 total surveys mailed.
· 2000 surveys were sent to residents
· 1000 were sent to nonresidents
· 683 residents responded to the survey
· 468 nonresidents responded to the survey

· 1,151 total responses  

· 439 residents who responded to the survey hunted PLOTS 
· 286 nonresidents who responded to the survey hunted PLOTS 

GENERAL INFORMATION
How many total days did you hunt in ND last year?

The mean number of days hunted for residents was 17.3 days

The mean number of days hunted for nonresidents was 6.5 days

How many days did you hunt public land (including PLOTS) in ND last year?

The mean number of days residents hunted public land was 9.7 days

The mean number of days nonresidents hunted public land was 4.5 days

On the days you hunted public land, how many days did you hunt PLOTS? (If none, STOP HERE AND RETURN SURVEY)

The mean number of days residents hunted PLOTS was 6.7 days

The mean number of days nonresidents hunted PLOTS was 3.6 days

Which county in ND did you hunt PLOTS the most? 
The top five most frequently reported counties were: McLean, Burleigh, Dickey, Hettinger, LaMoure and Stutsman.
Did you use the PLOTS Guide to locate the PLOTS you hunted?
68.2 % of respondents said they did use the PLOTS Guide

31.8 % of respondents said they did not use the PLOTS Guide

In the county you hunted most, do you feel the amount of posted land has:

Increased

62.7 %

Decreased

  3.3 %

Stayed the same
34.0 %
Did you seek permission to hunt posted private land?
Yes
73.9 %

No
26.1 %
If you asked permission to hunt on posted private land, how often were you granted permission?
Always
  7.3 %

Very Often
14.8 %

Often

30.5 %

Not often
27.4 %

Never

  3.4 %

Did Not Ask
16.7 %

If you were turned down when seeking permission to hunt posted private land, what were the reasons given?
Wanted payment


19.8 %

Doesn’t allow hunting


23.8 %

Already had someone hunting
41.2 %

Protection of livestock/property
  7.9 %

Leased to guide/outfitter

24.6 %

Reserved for family


53.7 %

Was not turned down


  8.3 %

Other




  8.1 %
PLOTS INFORMATION
How would you rate the hunting pressure on PLOTS in the county you hunted most? Of those who indicated they hunted PLOTS and answered this question:

		Very Light

	Light

	Moderate

	Heavy

	Very Heavy


	All respondents

	6.75%
	 15.89%
	46.03%
	22.34%
	9.00%

	Residents

	5.16%

	12.53%

	46.68%

	25.55%

	10.07%


	Nonresidents

	9.23%

	21.15%

	45.00%

	17.31%

	7.31%



						

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	How would you rate the overall quality of PLOTS? 
Of those who indicated they hunted PLOTS and answered this question:
Very Satisfactory

Satisfactory

Neutral

Unsatisfactory

Very Unsatisfactory

All respondents

18.59%

56.37%

17.39%

5.70%

1.25%

Residents

19.66%

55.77%

17.44%

4.67%

2.46%

Nonresidents

16.92%

57.31%

17.31%

7.31%

1.15%

How would you rate your overall satisfaction hunting PLOTS?

Of those who indicated they hunted PLOTS and answered this question:

Very Satisfactory

Satisfactory

Neutral

Unsatisfactory

Very Unsatisfactory

All respondents

16.34%

54.27%

17.99%

6.15%

5.25%

Residents

15.99%

54.55%

18.18%

5.16%

6.14%

Nonresidents

16.92%

53.85%

17.69%

7.69%

3.85%


	
	
	
	
	


What is the primary game species you pursued on PLOTS? 

Of the residents who indicated they hunted PLOTS and answered this question:

· Pheasants were the highest priority species pursued on PLOTS

· Big Game were the second highest priority species pursued on PLOTS

· Waterfowl were the third highest priority species pursued on PLOTS

· Other Upland Game were the lowest priority species pursued on PLOTS

Of the nonresidents who indicated they hunted PLOTS and answered this question:

· Pheasants were the highest priority species pursued on PLOTS

· Waterfowl were the second highest priority species pursued on PLOTS

· Other Upland Game were the third highest priority species pursued on PLOTS

· Big Game were the lowest priority species pursued on PLOTS

Do you agree or disagree with the statement? "PLOTS has increased the number of days I spend hunting?"
Of those who indicated they hunted PLOTS and answered this question:

		Strongly Agree

	Agree

	Neutral

	Disagree

	Strongly Disagree


	All respondents

	14.0%

	33.3%

	35.9%

	14.2%

	2.6%


	Residents

	15.0%

	35.7%

	33.0%

	14.0%

	2.2%


	Nonresidents

	12.5%

	29.6%

	40.5%

	14.4%

	3.11%



	
	
	
	
	


If the PLOTS program did not exist, would you: Not hunt at all, Hunt Less, Hunt the Same Amount, Hunt More for: Pheasants, Other Upland Game, Waterfowl and Big Game? Of those who indicated they hunted PLOTS and answered this question:

Pheasants

· 10.3 % would not hunt at all                                 

· 45.1 % would hunt less
· 42.1 % would hunt the same amount
· 2.4 % would hunt more
Other Upland Game

· 13.6 % would not hunt at all
· 33.1 % would hunt less
· 50.8 % would hunt the same amount
· 2.4 % would hunt more
Waterfowl

· 20.7 % would not hunt at all
· 17.5 % would hunt less
· 57.0 % would hunt the same amount
· 4.8 % would hunt more
Big Game

· 24.0 % would not hunt at all
· 14.7 % would hunt less
· 58.2 % would hunt the same amount
· 3.1 % would hunt more

Please choose the main reason(s) you hunted PLOTS (Mark all that apply)
(Percentages may not equal 100 percent)

Of those who indicated they hunted PLOTS and answered this question:

· 49.9 % indicated they have no access to private land
· 21.3 % indicated PLOTS were close proximity to their place of residence
· 26.7 % indicated they had limited amount of time to hunt

· 20.8 % indicated that private land required a fee to hunt
· 44.7 % indicated they just happened to come across the PLOTS tract

· 57.8 % indicated PLOTS provided ease and simplicity
· 22.7 % indicated there was no other public land near
Survey Highlights:

· Total survey response was 46%

· 64% of resident survey respondents hunted PLOTS

· 61% of nonresident survey respondents hunted PLOTS

· 63% of total survey respondents hunted PLOTS

· Residents spent approximately 39% of their time hunting PLOTS

· Nonresidents spent approximately 55% of their time hunting PLOTS

· Residents indicated moderate to heavy pressure on PLOTS

· Nonresidents indicated light to moderate pressure on PLOTS
· Both residents and nonresidents indicated the quality of PLOTS was satisfactory or very satisfactory

· Both residents and nonresidents indicated their overall satisfaction of PLOTS was satisfactory or very satisfactory

· Approximately one-third of the respondents agree that PLOTS has increased the number of days they spend hunting

· Pheasants were the most pursued species on PLOTS by both residents and nonresidents

· Residents indicated big game was the second most pursued species on PLOTS

· Nonresidents indicated waterfowl was the second most pursued species on PLOTS

· 45% of the respondents who hunted PLOTS indicated they would hunt less for pheasants if the PLOTS program did not exist

· Many respondents indicated they have no access to private land and the ease and simplicity of PLOTS as the reason(s) they hunted PLOTS
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